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THIS FLYER IS INTENDED TO GIVE YOU AN OVERVIEW
OF THE SYSTEMS AND PRODUCTS WE NOW HAVE
AVAILABLE. WE ALSO HOPE TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA OF
WHAT WE CONSIDER IMPORTANT IN DESIGNING
EFEECTIVE COMPUTER SY.STEMS.

WE'VE BROKEN THIS FLYER INTO SEPARATE SECTIONS
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. HOPEFULLY, YOU WON'T
HAVE TO WADE THROUGH PARTS IN WHICH YOU HAVE
LITTLE INTEREST IN ORDER TO GET THE INFORMATION
YOUIRE AFTER:

THIS FLYER CONTAINS ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION
FROM FLYERS 1 THROUGH 9. YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY
RECEIVE NEW FLYERS AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.

AS ALWAYS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND
ENCOURAGEMENT.

THE DIGITAL GROUP
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SYSTEM PHILOSOPHY

or — Why we are doing what we're doing

We feel that the Digital Group Systems represent by far and
away the most significant systems for computer hobbyists
available today. We would like to discuss why our systems
offer major advantages to the serious hobbyist.

CHANGE

If there is one constant that is already evident in this field,
it is constant change. You are about to invest (or have al-
ready invested) a significant amount of money in a micro-
computer system. That system should be able to easily
adapt itself to new microprocessors by different manufac-
turerers and take advantage of new technologies with
levels of integration. Otherwise, no sooner do you make
your investment than another faster, cheaper, better, or
enhanced micro chip comes out and you have to start over
— or live locked-in to an obsolete design. That can be very
frustrating.

The Digital Group Systems are designed specifically to
easily adapt to change. The designs are also tailored for
maximum flexibility in user support. We hope to demon-
strate by specific area why the Digital Group Systems are
the best choice for the hobbyist with the following dis-
cussions.

INVESTMENT

Most manufacturers continually emphasize their CPU’s cost
and features. However, the major portion of your invest-
ment is not spent on the CPU and CPU support circuitry.
The major portion of investment is spent on memory, in-
terfaces, software, and peripherals. This ratio will continue
to swing even more heavily away from the CPU as CPU chip
prices continue their rapid decline.

What does that mean? If you purchase a CPU that quickly
becomes obsolete (as they all will) and you fully invest in
memory and peripherals specifically tailored only for that
CPU, you risk having your entire investment become totally
obsolete.

The Digital Group Systems are designed to be independent
of the manufacturer’s CPU chip design. Complete system
compatibility is maintained at the CPU card level. All mem-
ory, input/output, and peripherals are completely indepen-
dent of the CPU selected. With the Digital Group Systems,
you may now select different CPU architectures from four
manufacturers. We are offering:

Zilog/Mostek Z80

Intel/AMD 8080A

Motorola 6800

MOS Technology 6501/6502

With the Digital Group Systems, you can change from a
Z80 to a 6800 by literally unplugging the Z80 card and
plugging in the 6800 card. Switch on power, read in the
6800 operating system cassette and you have changed your
system to a 6800. The same is also true for the MOS Tech-
nology 6502 or 8080. Your major investment in memory and
peripherals has been protected at a minimal additional cost
and effort.

Each of the CPU’s is completely interchangeable at the CPU

card level with any other. Other CPU’s will be made avail-
able from us as the technology advances. Each CPU chip
has specific strengths and weaknesses. Your selection of a
CPU will, of course, depend upon your application’s re-
quirements. As your requirements change, alternative CPU’s
may prove more attractive. The beauty of the Digital Group
Systems is that you can change your mind.

As an added bonus, the user is also able to take advantage
of nifty applications written on another manufactuter’s
machine with minimal software conversion (mostly I/0 de-
vice reassignments). Total software conversion can be
avoided. This approach will continue to become attractive
as CPU costs drop.

SYSTEM ORIENTATION

Another fact that has surfaced in this field is that there is a
phenominal variety of OEM'’s, businessmen and hobbyists
out there with vastly different abilities and resources avail-
able to them. Having a single option of being allowed only
to purchase an assembled system or an empty box with a
single power supply does not fully address many users’ needs.

The Digital Group has always believed that, as an option,
the purchaser should be able to purchase only the parts of a
system he needs. This allows the advanced experimenter,
engineer, or end-user to take advantage of:

1. Using what he already has on hand. Allowing conver-
sion from other CPU systems without repurchasing
every component.

2. Getting use out of a manufacturer’s evaluation chip
set.

3. Unbundling the power supply and cabinet for custom
designs.

4. Different TV screen sizes and keyboard layouts.

5. Different cabinet preferences.

Many partial system prices are available in our price list or
on request by letter or over the phone. We are not. able to
offer completely bare board systems but are usually more
than willing to meet you halfway. Naturally, any item an-
nounced as a bare board (1/0O, Memory) will continue to be
available as a bare board for those that desire it.

QUALITY

Why is quality so important? The Digital Group insists on
the highest quality in all of its products. Manufacturers will
shave corners to keep costs down. With the average elec-
tronics kit product, that approach is usually acceptable to
the purchaser. However, we feel that the corner shaving
approach is totally unacceptable for the Microcomputer
system user. What you are building is a real honest-to-God
computer system. There are literally thousands of parts and
interconnections in the system any single failure can
bring the system down. If quality shortcuts have been
made, reliability is reduced. The experimenter may end up
spending most of his time debugging and fixing his com-
puter rather than using it to develop and run applications.
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